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Dear Athletes, Family 
Members, Volunteers, 
Sponsors and Friends of 

Special Olympics Gibraltar.
It is a very proud day for all of 
us to be able to celebrate our 
25th Anniversary, a road which 
has not been exempt from 
barriers.  My testimonial to all 
is thank you for allowing me to 
be a part of your lives, to have 
been a part of your evolution, to 
have shared your moments of 
glory. You the athletes have 
demonstrated to the whole of 
Gibraltar it was well worth the 
energy, the commitment and the 
tenacity of holding on to what is 
dreams come true as we are today 
celebrating our 25th anniversary. 
In 1985 when we proudly 
participated in European Special 
Olympics Dublin, Ireland Games 
our athletes at that time were 
treading on a path never trodden 
before. I will never forget their 
faces, or the dignity, courage and 
pride with which they rose to the 
occasion.  They had been selected 
to represent their country and 
people were shouting out to them 
as we paraded into the opening 

ceremony.  That was a moment 
of pride. That was back then and 
I can vouch that the same sense 
of pride, dignity, courage, and 
commitment has not changed in 
25 years but has intensified. This 
is what has been achieved; people 
with intellectual disability have 
proven that “THEY CAN”. That 
“no” does not come into their 
vocabulary. 
I would like to take a moment to 
remember all those many people 
who from the start were part of 
the setting up of this organization 
who through life paths may not be 
visually there, but no one can take 
away from them the memories of 
having formed part of something 
that has grown from strength to 
strength. Thank you .You know 
who you are.
 I had always dreamed of making 
a difference in our athletes’ lives 
since at that time opportunities 
were few.  I cannot think of a 
more positive experience that 
our athletes may have been 
offered. Sports have been a great 
vehicle for our families as they 
have shared their son/daughter’s 
experiences. Our athletes have 

learnt to win and lose and life 
is about acceptance, about 
developing and moving on. 
 The future as always looks 
great.  Four athletes will attend 
European Special Olympics 
Games 2010 to be held in Warsaw 
in September. We have set up our 
own website.  Bocce has finally 
taken off and we are sharing our 
games with Iceland, Isle of Man 
and Spain… Our Football team is 
participating in Andorra 7 a side 
football tournament. July will see 
us heading off for Isle of Man for 
their National Games.  
A first ever Global Congress is 
being held in Marrakech in June 
under the auspices of the Royal 
family which I will be attending. 
DEFINING OUR MOTIVATION, 
IGNITING THE MOVEMENT 
AND UNLEASHING THE 
PASSION are the headings we 
will be working from.  “We dare 
not Linger” are apt words to 
describe our commitment.
Our founder Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver who sadly passed away 
August 2009 can be truly proud of 
this wonderful legacy she has left 
behind. 
Gibraltar in its wisdom sought 
to support and back Special 
Olympics and we look forward to 
the next 25 years with the same 
energy and strength we have 
had up till now with everyone’s 
support…
 Annie M. Risso MBE
Programme Chief Executive
National Director

“I had always 
dreamed of making 
a differnece in our 
athletes’ lives...”
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“You used to pull my 
hair in the play-
ground”, “well; 

you had very long hair, a long 
plait as I remember”, I was lis-
tening to Annie Risso and Al-
bert Hammond sharing a mo-
ment in time as they reminisced 
about their schooldays.  
This went on to encompass the 
beginnings of Special Olym-
pics of which Albert spoke very 
warmly of his 25 years as Patron.  
(See letter on page 10).   They 
had not met since 1995 when, 
at the World Games in New Ha-
ven, Connecticut, Albert had led 
the Gibraltar team at the Open-
ing Ceremony.  By then, he had 
become a celebrity singer, song-
writer/composer and had com-
posed One Moment in Time; I 
was interested to learn this was 
sung by Whitney Houston for the 
first time at the Special Olympics 
Summer Games 1987 in South 

Bend, Indiana. 
 The song was recorded and 
sung at the 1988 World Games 
in Seoul, South Korea, again by 
Whitney and went on to become 
a huge hit globally and won Al-
bert his first Emmy Award.The 
song was written for and appears 
on the album 1988 Summer Ol-
ympics Album: One Moment in 
Time, produced in conjunction 
with NBC Sports coverage of the 
Seoul games and which, in addi-
tion to Houston, also featured art-
ists such as: The Four Tops, The 
Bee Gees, Eric Carmen, Taylor 
Dayne, and the film composer 
John Williams. The track is an 
anthem for believing in yourself 
against all odds as Houston asks 
for “One moment in time/when 
I’m racing with destiny/Then, in 
that one moment of time, I will 
feel eternity”.
 He was delighted to learn that 
Special Olympics Gibraltar sings 

it at the end of every Opening 
Ceremony on the Rock.  
Annie and Albert agreed that 
travel to competitions far afield 
is vital for the athletes in order to 
sharpen their competitive skills 
and Annie reminded him of his 
donation of $5000 in the early 
days which was such a great help.  
He was interested to learn that 
this has not changed, the athletes 
have travelled extensively with 
the help of generous donations,  
and they are already preparing for 
the World Games in Athens next 
year, as well as this years Euro-
pean Summer Games in Poland. 
In August 1996 Albert donated 
a swimming pool to be built in 
St. Bernadette’s OT centre.  This 
pool helped Special Olympics non 
swimmers to become proficient 
swimmers and also gave service 
users at the centre the ability to 
work on their water confidence. 
In 2008 Albert was inducted into 
the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 
New York.  The organization is 
dedicated to recognizing the work 
and lives of those composers, 
lyricists, who create popular mu-
sic around the world.  He shared 
with us that this award came at a 
low point in his life and it was just 
what he needed to become re en-
ergized.  This year he has worked 
with Duffy, Welsh singer/song-
writer whose album Rockferry 
was the best selling album in UK 
in 2008.   
He left us with no doubt that his 
commitment to Special Olym-
pics is close to his heart, and who 
knows, maybe he will share one 
moment in time with us as he 
captured so well the sentiments 
of each athlete;  “I want one mo-
ment in time when I’m more than 
I thought I could be…….”.   
Congratulations Special Olym-
pics Gibraltar.

One Moment in Time

by Anne Mesilio
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Six years later the first 
international Special 
Olympics Games were 

held at Soldier Field, Chicago 
in the USA.  
It was here she said in her 
opening address, “the fact that 
exceptional children-children 
with intellectual disabilities- can 
be exceptional athletes- through 
sports they can realize their 
potential for growth,” and a new 
national programme, Special 
Olympics, was born.  It was to 
offer people with intellectual 
disabilities everywhere “the 
chance to play, the chance to 
compete and the chance to 
grow.” 
Now, 42 years later it is a 
global movement, operating 
30,000 events annually for 3 
million persons with intellectual 
disabilities in more than 180 
countries. It is a non profit 
organization dedicated to 
individuals with intellectual 
disabilities to become physically 

fit, productive and respected 
members of society through 
sports training and competition.  
Research has shown significant 
improvement in athletes sense of 
self, social skills and interactions 
due to participation in Special 
Olympics.  
The Spirit of Special Olympics, 
skill, courage, sharing and joy 
incorporates universal values 
which transcend all boundaries 
of geography, nationality, 
political philosophy, gender, age, 
race or religion.
Special Olympics and 
Paralympics are two separate 
organizations recognized by 
the International Olympic 
Committee.   
Special Olympics provides sports 
opportunities for individuals 
with intellectual disabilities of 
all ability levels.  Paralympics 
provides sports opportunities 
for elite-level athletes with 
disabilities.

Special Olympics

The concept of Special Olympics was born 
in 1962 when Eunice Kennedy Shriver 
started a day camp for people with 
intellectual disabilities at her home.  

SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS 
ATHLETES 

OATH
On her way to the first ever 
Opening Ceremony of the 

first Special Olympics World 
Games, Eunice Kennedy made 
the final draft of the Oath and 
opened the games with these 

words;
“In ancient Rome, the 

gladiators went into the 
arena with these words  

on their lips;
“Let me win,  

but if I cannot win, 
let me be brave
 in the attempt”

“Today, all of you young 
athletes are in the arena.  
Many of you will win, but 

even more important, I 
know you will all be brave, 

and bring credit to your 
parents and your country.   

Let the games begin.  
Thank you.”
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Special Olympics 
Gibraltar has an 
extraordinary reason 

to celebrate this year as it is 
time to celebrate our Silver 
Anniversary.  
On this special occasion 
Gibraltar looks forward with 
confidence that we will face the 
future with a similar spirit of 
courage, pride and endeavour 
for many more years to come.
It has taken a lot of vision, 
motivation and will power to 
get to the stage we are at today.  
Primarily, it is the athletes 
themselves who deserve the 
credit as they have personally 
exemplified the phrase “where 

there is a will there is a way”.  
However, this success is only 
possible as there are always 
volunteers who contribute 
in a most dedicated and yet 
unassuming manner.  My most 
sincere thanks to everybody 
involved with Special Olympics 
over these last 25 years – you all 
deserve a standing ovation.
The Government of Gibraltar 
recognises the benefits derived 
from participation in sports 
and recreation activities and, 
therefore, wholeheartedly 
supports the many events 
organised by Special Olympics 
Gibraltar as an integral part of 
this philosophy.  It continues 

to be a privilege for me, both 
as Minister for Sport and as 
Chairman of the Sports and 
Leisure Authority, to assure 
everyone of our continued 
support towards Special 
Olympics Gibraltar.
I have no doubt that Special 
Olympics’ goals will continue 
to be achieved but, above all, I 
wish to unreservedly associate 
myself yet again with the 
Movement’s oath: “Let me win, 
but if I cannot win let me be 
brave in the attempt”.
Once again, I wish you all 
the very best for this year’s 
Games and for the future.
Edwin J Reyes

  “...it is the athletes 
themselves who 

deserve the credit...”

Greetings from the Minister for  
Culture, Heritage and Sport 

the Honourable Edwin J Reyes
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On the Saturday 
evening of the twelfth 
of December 2009, 

Gibraltar held its collective 
breath.  
The 59th Miss World 
pageant was taking place in 
Johannesburg, South Africa 
and for the very first time Miss 

Gibraltar was on stage as one 
of the possible winners.  When 
the winners name was called 
Gibraltar expelled its collective 
breath in an explosion of 
unbridled delight and joy which 
swept around our little Rock as 
Kaiane Aldorino, our beautiful 
23 year old representative 

was crowned Miss World.  It 
has become an unforgettable 
moment. 
Given a rapturous welcome 
home on 17th December, 
Kaiane was in the Mayors 
Parlour playing host to Special 
Olympics Gibraltar athletes the 
very next morning with  warm 
smiles and hugs for all.  It was a 
joyous occasion, a rare one too, 
it was a first for all of us who 
were happy to be there.

 Special Olympic  
Athletes meet Miss 

World, Kaiane Alderino
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Special Olympics Law 
Enforcement Torch Run

by Robert Peliza

Gibraltar has been in-
volved in the Law En-
forcement Torch Run 

since 1988 and was the first 
European Country to start the 
Law Enforcement Torch Run 
Programme (LETR).   
Local LETR runners have par-
ticipated in most all World Sum-
mer and Winter Special Olympics 
Games Torch Runs Final Legs 
and have seen how local Special 
Olympic Athletes have made Gi-
braltar proud with their achieve-
ments, returning with various 
Gold, Silver and Bronze medals.
Every year, as a prelude to the 
start of the National Special Ol-
ympic Games, members of the 
LETR proudly carry the “Flame 
of Hope” around Gibraltar raising 
funds and creating awareness of 
Special Olympics Gibraltar.
All members, past and present, 
of the LETR wish to take this op-
portunity to congratulate Special 
Olympics Gibraltar on their 25th 
Anniversary and wish it every 
success for the future, for without 
the Special Olympics Athletes, 
the LETR would cease to exist.
Personal Testimonies of  some 
Torch Runners;
John Lewis, LETR Honorary 
Patron. (Ex LETR Committee 
Member)
During the springtime of 1988, 
whilst serving as a police officer 
in The Royal Gibraltar Police, I 
was contacted by the Force Ad-
ministration Department regard-
ing a request which was to be-

come and still is a very special 
part of my life.
That request was to see if I would 
be interested in liaising with Spe-
cial Olympics Gibraltar, with re-
gard to starting/organising a Po-
lice Torch Run.
Having never heard of Special 
Olympics at the time but being a 
keen runner and having a love for 
sport in general and the Olympics 
in particular, I was intrigued from 
the outset to take up the request 
and delve into the matter with an 
instinct that this was going to be 
something worth pursuing.
Within about a week or two, I met 
up with Special Olympics Direc-
tor Mrs Annie Risso and recently 
appointed Torch Run Director 
Miss Alice Mascarenhas.  I was 
briefed about Special Olympics 
and the concept of the Torch Run, 
all of which as mentioned was 
new to me, and no doubt both 
Annie and Alice who were well 
aware of and involved with Spe-
cial Olympics, were themselves 
on new ground with regard to the 
Torch Run challenge locally.
Special Olympics has become 
so special to me over the years 
in many ways, but primarily and 
probably most importantly it was 
so from the beginning because of 
The OATH which is always worth 
mentioning when the appropriate 
occasions arise:
“LET ME WIN, BUT IF I CAN-
NOT WIN, LET ME BE BRAVE 
IN THE ATTEMPT”.
Realising that here was an oppor-

tunity to put something back into 
the community on a very personal 
level and relishing the challenge 
of making a commitment to Spe-
cial Olympic athletes, the effort 
for a very worthy cause was ac-
tivated.
Ably assisted by Mr Francis Wil-
liams of the City Fire Brigade 
and Mr James Robb of the naval 
Provost, a committee was formed 
and initially the organisation was 
named the “Gibraltar Emergency 
Services Torch Run.”
The first local Torch Run was held 
in June 1989 and has been held 
annually, and in 1992 the name 
was changed to the present “Gi-
braltar Law Enforcement Torch 
Run”.
Over the years, the local Law En-
forcement Torch Run has proudly 
represented Gibraltar and its Spe-
cial Olympics athletes on many 
occasions both home and abroad, 
and Gibraltar’s Special Olympics 
athletes have done themselves 
proud, supported by their coaches 
and families and the magnificent 
generosity of the Gibraltar public.
Apart from The International Ol-
ympic Association, Special Ol-
ympics is the only other sporting 
body officially entitled to carry 
the Olympic flame, and therefore 
for Law Enforcement to be able to 
represent Special Olympics ath-
letes is a privilege and an honour 
and something very special.
Francis Williams, LETR Direc-
tor.
Being one of the founder mem-
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bers of the Torch Run in Gibraltar 
in 1988, and the longest serving 
member it has given me the op-
portunity to work closely with 
the Special Olympics Committee, 
especially Annie. I have had the 
pleasure of numerous occasions 
with the athletes both here and 
abroad and can specifically decide 
which was the most important or 
overwhelming occasion.
Briefly, just imagine spending a 
couple of weeks away from home 
and reaching your destination 
in Schladming Austria, for the 
opening ceremonies of the World 
Winter Games 1993 and there be-
ing greeted by a group of people 
from your own country who you 
have hardly had any contact with 
before, calling your name they 
hug you and are full of smiles 
and gratitude, you realise that 
all the effort you have put into 
those long lasting days have been 
worthwhile.
I have lost some athlete friends 
during these years but it makes 
me stronger to know that their 
spirit has continued through sport 
in the other athletes I have come 
to know and admire.
No one can actually pinpoint what 
makes a hardened Law Enforce-
ment Torch Runner so humble or 
emotional but after a several stren-
uous days it will break any ones 
heart to be hugged and thanked 
by athletes who acknowledge 
the effort you have put in, which 
makes you realise that your effort 
has been temporary and “you are 
being thanked by individuals who 
are constantly facing challenges”, 
it certainly makes the effort more 
honourable. 
Witnessing the pure joy of sport in 
the athlete’s faces and actions has 
bewitched me from those days, I 
am honoured to be a “Guardian 
of the Flame” and overjoyed to 

serve a group of people who are 
genuine, do not stereotype others 
and participate in events caring 
only that they give their best at all 
times.
As an admirer of these athletes 
and a supporter of Special Olym-
pics I wish to congratulate all in 
their celebration of the 25th An-
niversary
John Aonso, LETR Deputy Di-
rector.
“I first joined the LETR approx 
17years ago. Before that, I had 
taken part in several local Torch 
Runs only as a runner; I was in-
spired to run by my good friend in 
the RGP, John Lewis who at the 
time was Gibraltar’s first Torch 
Run Director. At the time, the 
Committee consisted of 2 per-
sons, John and Francis Williams. 
I was asked to join the local Com-
mittee in Portugal where we were 
attending as guests of the Portu-
guese Police; we were instrumen-
tal in getting the Portuguese Torch 
Run off the ground. 
My first international conference 
was with John Lewis in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, USA. It opened 
my mind to what the Torch Run 
was all about; it was for the ben-
efit of Special Olympic athletes. I 
was then given the honour and 
privilege of attending my first Fi-
nal Leg in Connecticut, USA as 
Gibraltar’s Torch Run representa-
tive. What an experience!!! I met 
up with the Special Olympics Gi-
braltar team and was given the 
special honour as a member of the 
international team of Torch Run-
ners in presenting the medals and 
what better than to present it to 
Joseph Duo in one of the presen-
tations. In these games I saw one 
of our athletes from Gibraltar stop 
running because another interna-
tional runner had fallen, return to 
this fallen runner, help him to get 

up and run together to the end; it 
bought tears to my eyes and eve-
ryone watching the race. 
What does the Torch Run and 
Special Olympics mean to me? 
Well, it means the world to me; it 
has given me great pleasure and 
satisfaction in being a member of 
this special family of persons with 
intellectual or physical disabili-
ties. If allowed, these special per-
sons can show us a great deal in 
how to participate fairly in sport, 
as their motto reads, “let me win 
but if I cannot win let me be brave 
in the attempt”;   Sportsmen and 
women from our generation could 
well learn a lot from this Special 
Olympics motto. 
Once bitten by the experience, 
you can never let go; why not try 
it out and be a part of this great 
team! You will never regret it!!!
Terence Lopez – LETR Com-
mittee Member
In 2002, I was introduced into the 
world of the Law Enforcement 
Torch Run and Special Olympics. 
I had always been aware of Spe-
cial Olympics previous to this, 
but had never actually appreciated 
the work that was done behind the 
scenes. Little was I to know the 
rewards and personal satisfaction 
that this would eventually bring to 
me.
A year later, in May 2003, I was 
privileged enough to represent the 
Gibraltar LETR at the Final Leg 
of the 2003 World Games in Dub-
lin. I was a bit apprehensive at the 
beginning, 100 Torch Runners 
who came from all parts of the 
world and were effectively stran-
gers, thrown together as Guard-
ians of the Flame of Hope, and 
tasked to carry it and the underly-
ing message of Special Olympics 
the length and breadth of Europe 
over three weeks all the way to 
Dublin. continued page 15
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“If people would believe in us like Special Olympics and see what 
we can do, they would be amazed”.   
I found this quote by Suzanne 
O’Moore, an Australian Spe-
cial Olympics athlete and feel 
it really captures the message 
Special Olympics wants to send 
worldwide.  Special Olympics 
athletes are framed by nega-
tive stereotypes and miscon-
ceptions, even in 2010, but once 
they are seen in action on the 
playing fields attitudes change, 
and quickly.  
Tim Shriver, Chairman of Special 
Olympics; “Our goal is to build 
a more civil society, one athlete 
and one attitude at a time”.  
Remember recently in mod-
ern parlance it was cool to ask, 
“You got an attitude problem”?  
This covered just about every 
circumstance but the question 
was rhetorical and never elic-
ited a reply of any substance. 
Well, it’s a serious question in 
Special Olympics as the move-
ment works tirelessly to dispel 
entrenched perspectives about 
people with intellectual disabili-
ties.  Inclusive is another word 
which needs thinking about.  “In-
cluding everything, “embody”, 
“embrace”, this just means to 
be part of.  Think about a time 
when maybe you felt excluded 
from your peers, for example, 
called ‘carrot-tops’ because you 
had red hair, ‘four-eyes’ because 
you wore glasses, and I remem-
ber when young, having hurt my 
leg and walking with a limp for 
a short while, I became  ‘hop-
along’.  It was hurtful and most 

of all unfair, especially as I was 
still a person and did not feel any 
different.  Just imagine how dif-
ficult it must be for people with 
intellectual disabilities to over-
come these unfair prejudices, 
but with  the help of Special Ol-
ympics they do, and in so doing 
help us to respect the similarities 
in all of us. 
With World Cup fever about 
to become an epidemic in June 
this is not an opportunity to be 
lost and Special Olympics have 
its eye on the ball, so to speak.  
Football, (soccer), is accepted as 
the world’s most popular sport 
for children and adults alike.  It 
became part of Special Olympics 
in 1979.  No other sport has its 
reach and impact, it arouses pas-
sions, excitement, shouts of joy/
despair as the ball finds the back 
of the net.  
On Sunday 4th July, (Independ-
ence Day for some), right in the 
middle of the FIFA World Cup, 
Special Olympics athletes from 
S. Africa will pair with football 
legends and celebrities in the in-
augural Unity Cup.  The goal of 
the Unity Cup is to support the 
movement of inclusion and ac-
ceptance for people with intel-
lectual disabilities on a global 
stage.  It will achieve that as it 
shines a spotlight on these im-
portant values as well as on the 
changing power of football for 
those with intellectual disabili-
ties.  With a global television 
audience of hundreds of thou-

sands watching, teams consist-
ing of Special Olympics athletes 
will play alongside partners who 
have no disability.  The president 
of S. Africa, Jacob Zuma is ex-
pected to participate.  
This move has to be applauded 
and I feel Suzanne’s quote, and I 
repeat it, “If people would believe 
in us like Special Olympics and 
see what we can do, they would 
be amazed”, will be realized.
The goal of the Special Olym-
pics movement will be seen in 
action; to help bring all persons 
with intellectual disabilities into 
the larger society under condi-
tions whereby they are accepted, 
respected, and given a chance 
to become productive citizens.  
The movement was created to 
give the opportunity to train and 
compete in sports activities, and 
while football may rank as one 
of the most popular sports, Spe-
cial Olympics offers over 30 ol-
ympic type individual and team 
sports to all athletes.  Sports pro-
grammes are organized and teach 
shills which through physical 
activity help to look beyond the 
disability in the person, as well 
as foster self confidence, exhibit 
courage, and enjoy the rewards 
of friendship.  
In Gibraltar as we celebrate our 
25th Anniversary we are intro-
ducing a new sport for the ath-
letes, bocce.  Last year it was 
snowshoeing, the practice ground 
was on our beaches which took 
our two girls to success in Boise!  

One Goal

by Anne Mesilio
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Commitment from coaches who 
are the key which unlocks, en-
courages and supports the ath-
letes to the final whistle, teaches 
lessons of ability, acceptance and 
inclusion which have the power 
to change attitudes, on and off 
the field.  
Gibraltar is part of this global 
community of Special Olympics 
with whom we share One Goal 
in all sports to;  change attitudes, 
to educate society in relation  to 
how we should address  and be-
have towards people with intel-
lectual disabilities.  One Goal 

to help celebrate the differences 
among people.  One Goal to 
recognize and respect similari-
ties we all share.  One Goal to 
bring more people with intel-
lectual disabilities into the larger 
community to give them every 
chance for inclusion.  One Goal 
to keep alight our late founder, 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver’s vi-
sion of hope which allowed her 
to “See the invisible, fight for the 
isolated and achieve the impos-
sible”.  
In the 2003 World Summer 
Games in Dublin, Ireland, the 

motto was “Share the Feeling”.  
Later that year I became a part 
of the movement here on the 
Rock and have been privileged to 
share the feelings of joy, friend-
ships, generosity of spirit, share 
the courage, dignity and strength 
which it has been my honour to 
have witnessed as the athletes 
have demonstrated the charac-
ter and heart of the movement in 
their oath; “Let me win, but if I 
cannot win, let me brave in the 
attempt”.  God bless you all.

Continued from page 13
There were plenty of things that 
could go wrong! But they didn’t. 
It did not take long to realise that I 
had become a member of a group 
of hard working and dedicated in-
dividuals whose common denom-
inator was the Special Olympic 
Athlete. 
This common purpose served to 
bond us all together and forged 
friendships that have withstood 
the test of time. What followed 
was three hectic weeks of re-
lentless travelling and countless 
Torch Runs and functions. Along 
the way we met many Athletes 
and it soon became apparent that 
whatever effort or sacrifice we 
made was always outweighed by 
the effort and sacrifices made by 
Athletes and their families.
We live in a complex society, 
where progress is measured by 
advances in technology, medicine, 
etc. and yet Athletes still have to 
face the most basic of hurdles on 

a daily basis. Whether they are 
intellectual or physical disability 
issues or social ones, they have 
to overcome these obstacles and 
it makes some of the ones I have 
to deal with seem rather mundane 
sometimes. 
This is where Special Olympics 
plays its part. This is the one 
place where they are guaranteed 
to be centre stage and where eve-
ryone’s efforts are directed at 
making it happen for them. All of 
the organisation and planning in 
coordinating both the run and the 
games culminates in that wonder-
ful occasion where the Athletes 
can shine and bathe in the lime-
light for a while.
I always used to ask myself the 
question why they were called 
Special Olympics and it didn’t 
take me long to find out the an-
swer. Next time you see an Ath-
lete taking part in an event, look 
at their face, and if that huge 
beaming smile isn’t special, I 
don’t know what is. 

Clayton Gomez. LETR Com-
mittee Member.
After having supported the Law 
Enforcement Torch Run for Spe-
cial Olympics for a total of 12 
years I have seen the Special Ol-

ympics programme grow and de-
velop into a family. 
It is always emotional to see the 
athletes participate in different 
sports and see them develop and 
better themselves from year to 
year whilst having the opportu-
nity of competing abroad.  When 
the athletes compete they always 
have a smile on their face, you 
can really see them enjoying 
themselves to the fullest, showing 
camaraderie between them like 
no other. 
As a Torch Run committee mem-
ber I can say that creating aware-
ness and fundraising for Special 
Olympics is of paramount impor-
tance and to which we as a com-
mittee, together with the Liaison 
Officers of the different Law En-
forcement agencies give 110% 
year after year. Different fund 
raising events are done through-
out the year culminating in the 
yearly Torch Run. This involves 
carrying the ‘flame of hope’ and 
handing it over to a Special Ol-
ympics athlete for the lighting of 
the caldron signifying the start of 
the games. 
I attended a European Final Leg 
in Rome in 2006; it was a truly 
amazing experience. There was a 

Continued on page 19
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1995 June/July - A team of 
athletes participated in the 9th 
International Special Olympics 
Games held in New Haven, 
Connecticut. Gibraltar’s 
International celebrity songwriter/
composer Albert Hammond led 
the team at the opening ceremony, 
while John Aonso represented 
Gibraltar as a torch runner. 
1996 - A team of 6 athletes 
travelled overland to Monaco to 
participate in the 1st Jeux Des 
Petits Pays. Two coaches attend 
a training course in Luxembourg 
to re-instate Motor Activities 
programme in Gibraltar. 
1997 - A coach from Gibraltar 
is selected by Special Olympics 
International to become a 
European instructor in MATP. 
14 athletes and six coaches 
attend for the second time the 
World Winter Games to be held 
in Toronto, Canada. July saw 
a team of 11 athletes and five 
coaches attend the UK National 
Games held in Portsmouth in 
Swimming, Bowling and Track 
and Field. First time ever Special 
Olympics UK invites Gibraltar to 
its National Games. 11 athletes 
took part in swimming, track and 
field and bowling. 
1998 - 2nd Jeux des Petits 
Etats take place in Diekrich, 
Luxembourg. First time ever 
MATP athletes are invited to 
participate, Karen Becerra and 
Michael Clinton received Gold 
Awards. Our six other athletes 
brought back 4 gold, 4 silver and 
3 bronze. 
1999 - Special Olympics Gibraltar 
emerged triumphant in the Special 
Olympics Summer Games ‘99 in 
North Carolina, USA, winning a 
total of 13 medals, 6 gold, 6 silver 
and 1 bronze. 
2000 - Special Olympics 
European Games 2000 held in 

25 Years of Success

1985 - In July that year Special 
Olympics Gibraltar was 
represented at the first ever 
Summer Olympics Games held 
in Dublin. Six athletes, two 
bowlers, three swimmers and five 
coaches travelled to Ireland. It 
was following the success of the 
local team at these games that a 
group of people decided to set up 
a Special Olympics Programme 
in Gibraltar. 
1986 - The Special Olympics 
Gibraltar Programme is officially 
recognised by Special Olympics 
International. 
1987 - A team of four athletes 
and two swimmers with coaches 
travelled to America to participate 
in the 1987 International Summer 
Special Olympics in South Bend, 
Indiana. This is the first time 
that Gibraltar is represented at 
International Special Olympics 
Games. 
1988 - A team of 7 athletes and 2 
coaches participate in the National 
Games of Portugal. Although the 
National Games have been held 
since 1985, Special Olympics 
Gibraltar is given the go ahead 
to enlarge the National Games. 
Two visiting teams from Special 
Olympics Portugal and from 
Spain compete against local 
athletes. In June, to coincide 

with the National Games, the 
First Emergency Services Torch 
Run is held in Gibraltar. Special 
Olympics Gibraltar is officially 
recognised as a sporting body in 
Gibraltar. 
1990 - In March Special 
Olympics Gibraltar holds its first 
athletes/coach Training Camp. In 
July the largest ever team from 
Special Olympics Gibraltar with 
14 athletes and seven coaches 
take part in the 1990 European 
Summer Special Olympics 
Games in Glasgow, Scotland. 
The team returned with a record 
number of medals. 
1991 - In April the second 
athletes coach training camp 
is held. A team of 8 athletes 
participate in the International 
Special Olympics Games held 
in Minneapolis, St. Paul, in 
July. Gibraltar is represented in 
athletics, swimming and bowling. 
Admiral Sir Derek Reffell, 
Governor of Gibraltar took time 
to accompany  the team to the 
Games. 
1993 - Special Olympics Gibraltar 
participate in their 1st World 
Winter Games. A Floor Hockey 
team consisting of 12 athletes 
participated. Francis Williams 
represented Gibraltar as a torch 
runner. 
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Groningen, Netherlands. 
Gibraltar won a grand total 
of 10 medals, 5 gold, 3 
silver and 2 bronze. First time 
5-a-side football team attend  
European Games. 
2001- February/March Gibraltar 
participates in Special Olympics 
World Winter Games in 
Anchorage, Alaska in Floor 
Hockey. The team won a Bronze 
Medal. 1st time ever participation 
in Oslo for the Norway Cup. A 
unified 7-a-side football team 
travelled in July to participate.
2002 - After this experience the 
unified team participated in the 
Czech Republic in a single sport 
event 7-a-side football.
2003 - World Summer Games 
held in Dublin, Ireland. First time 
Chief Minister Peter Caruana 
attended a World Games.
2004 - Special Olympics World 
Winter Games 2005 Nagano, 
Japan.
Floor Hockey team participated, 
coming 4th. That year a group of 
lower mobility athletes travelled 
to Olomouc, Czech Republic, to 
participate in a single sport event, 
Track and Field. It was the first 
time away from Gibraltar for  

Virginia Wink with Graham 
Brooking and Christopher Joyce.
2006 - Andorra, 7-a-side football 
event. The team travelled 
overland in the brand new Lord’s 
Taverners’ minibus and achieved 
a silver medal.
-Special Olympics Gibraltar 
reached a milestone when 20 
years working in the International 
Programme was recognised with 
a successful Opening Ceremony 
at the National Games.
- Special Olympics Europe Eurasia 
CEO Mike Smith presented 
Programme Chief Exectuive 
Annie Risso with a plaque to 
Commemorate Gibraltar’s 20th 
Anniversary.
-Athletes were invited by Special 
Olympics Spain to participate in 
Barcelona’s 7th National Games.
- First time ever European Youth 
Games were held in Rome. 

Two athletes, Douglas 
Pitaluga and Dorrian 
Zamitt, participated in 

Aquatics.
2007.   A team of 19 athletes 

and 10 coaches participated 
in the Special Olympics World 

Summer games held in Shanghai, 
China. The team brought back a 
record number of gold medals.
2008.  February saw the floor 
hockey team participate in 
Innsbruck, Austria’s  National 
games.
Football team travelled to Cyprus 
to participate in Small Nations 
football tournament.
2009.  Special Olympics World 
Winter Games 2009, Boise, 
Idaho. A floor hockey team and 2 
snowshoers participated at these 
games. They achieved a Bronze 
medal in floor hockey, and a Silver 
and Bronze in snowshoeing.
2010.
Special Olympics athletes will 
compete in Andorra seven a 
side football tournament.  They 
will participate for first time in  
the Isle of Man National Games.  
Then it’s off to the European 
summer Games in Warsaw, 
Poland.
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DIRECTORS
National Director/
Director of Games Annie Risso
Administration Marisa Henrich
Public Relations Anne Mesilio
Technical                   Bryan Vinent, Richard Bear
Entertainment          Francis Williams, Ana Marie 

Golding
Volunteers                 Cynthia Benitez
Hospitality               Paola Poggio
Sports Events  Caine Sanchez
Transport  Brian Fernandez
For further information on Special Olympics, and 
how to get in touch with us, please visit our website; 
www.specialolympicsgibraltar.org
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Amidst palpable excite-
ment and good natured 
banter from the athletes 

at a reception held in the Board-
room of Saccone and Speed, 
Special Olympics Gibraltar 
launched its website in March.  
In this 25th Anniversary year it 
was timely and helps raise the 
profile of the Movement on the 
Rock.
Nick Feek, Director of Foot-

print Web Design, a local design 
and technology company volun-
teered his services to set us up 
on the web. He worked tirelessly, 
with courtesy and patience as we 
worked out what we thought we 
wanted, changed it, and changed 
again!  The end result is one we 
are pleased with and Nick was 
present with his laptop around 
which the athletes gathered to 
browse the new site which was a 

big hit with them.  
More information on ‘Foot-
print’ can be found on our web-
site when you visit us at; www.
specialolympicsgibraltar.org   

Special Olympics  
Website Launched

continued from page 15
great atmosphere throughout 
and we had the opportunity of 
interacting with the Special 
Olympic athletes. In my case I 
especially interacted with the 
athlete assigned to my team, 
Vito Calabrese.  My experience 
was unmatched and I was able to 
appreciate how full of God’s joy 
these athletes are, a truly unfor-
gettable experience. 

Joseph (Pepe) Gilbert.   Liaison 
Officer, Security & Immigra-
tion.
2000 was my very first LETR 
representing my department to-
gether with other colleagues.  We 
were about 12 then, and then the 
following year I decided to help 
Terence Lopez on my free time 
so I became more involved. I 
managed to get more members of 
the staff it was difficult because 

of our shifts. 
In 2003 I was elected liaison 
officer for my department be-
cause Terence Lopez was elected 
committee member. In 2005 
I became the top fund raiser.    
During these years my twin 
daughters were also involved in 
helping the Special Olympics 
in different events, so for me it 
became part of the family and 
still is. 
In 2007 I was elected by the 
committee to do the final leg 
in China.   I couldn’t believe 
it, I was excited and thrilled.  I 
arrived on the 24th September 
2007 at Beijing and the organ-
isers were waiting for us,  I 
couldn’t believe what was hap-
pening, I felt like the most impor-
tant man on earth. 
I learnt a lot from my experi-
ence in China and I became more 
involved in the Torch Run and 
Special Olympics. I participated 
in the running, ceremonies and 
speeches, plus getting involved 
with the special athletes. It was 
an experience that would be 
unforgettable and if I were to 
get the opportunity to do the 
Final Leg again, I would be very 

thrilled. 
In our Team, we had a special 
athlete from the USA. John Oys-
ter.   He stayed with me during 
the whole trip, we communicated 
a lot together and at the same 
time we learnt a lot about each 
other. I was so proud to run with 
him carrying the Flame of Hope. 
One day our team went for lunch 
after a long day of running.   At 
a ceremony, together with all the 
special athletes of River Xiang, 
the police officers, plus other 
committee members, we started 
swapping badges, memorabilia.    
I gave the LETR Badge of Gi-
braltar to these athletes.  
They where engaged in carrying 
out activities around   the table 
and made a small doll with col-
our bits and gave it to me, and at 
that moment that child had really 
broken my heart because just the 
way he looked at me with his 
eyes, it showed me how grateful 
he was.     
Finally, I hope that God gives 
me the strength the courage and 
devotion that I may continue 
serving the LETR for all Special 
Olympics Athletes.
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